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The characteristic act of men at war is not dying, but killing. Politicians and military historians may gloss
over human slaughter, emphasizing the defense of national honor, but for men in active service, warfare
means being - or becoming - efficient killers. In An Intimate History of Killing, historian Joanna Bourke
asks: What are the social and psychological dynamics of becoming the best ”citizen soldiers?” What kind of
men become the best killers? How do they readjust to civilian life?These questions are answered in this
groundbreaking new work that won, while still in manuscript, the Fraenkel Prize for Contemporary History.
Excerpting from letters, diaries, memoirs, and reports of British, American, and Australian veterans of three
wars (World War I, World War II, and Vietnam), Bourke concludes that the structure of war encourages
pleasure in killing and that perfectly ordinary, gentle human beings can, and often do, become enthusiastic
killers without being brutalized.This graphic, unromanticized look at men at war is sure to revise many long-
held beliefs about the nature of violence.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

The book An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a
book An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a reserve An Intimate
History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Leo Rizer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love An Intimate History of
Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Carolyn Treece:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this An Intimate History of Killing: Face
to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation An
Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare as good book not merely by
the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Annie Hiatt:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time



book An Intimate History of Killing: Face to Face Killing in Twentieth Century Warfare. You can more
appealing than now.
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