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In this long-awaited book, David M. Halperin revisits and refines the argument he put forward in his classic
One Hundred Years of Homosexuality: that hetero- and homosexuality are not biologically constituted but
are, instead, historically and culturally produced. How to Do the History of Homosexuality expands on this
view, updates it, answers its critics, and makes greater allowance for continuities in the history of sexuality.
Above all, Halperin offers a vigorous defense of the historicist approach to the construction of sexuality, an
approach that sets a premium on the description of other societies in all their irreducible specificity and does
not force them to fit our own conceptions of what sexuality is or ought to be.

Dealing both with male homosexuality and with lesbianism, this study imparts to the history of sexuality a
renewed sense of adventure and daring. It recovers the radical design of Michel Foucault's epochal work,
salvaging Foucault's insights from common misapprehensions and making them newly available to
historians, so that they can once again provide a powerful impetus for innovation in the field. Far from
having exhausted Foucault's revolutionary ideas, Halperin maintains that we have yet to come to terms with
their startling implications. Exploring the broader significance of historicizing desire, Halperin questions the
tendency among scholars to reduce the history of sexuality to a mere history of sexual classifications instead
of a history of human subjectivity itself. Finally, in a theoretical tour de force, Halperin offers an altogether
new strategy for approaching the history of homosexuality—one that can accommodate both ruptures and
continuities, both identity and difference in sexual experiences across time and space.

Impassioned but judicious, controversial but deeply informed, How to Do the History of Homosexuality is a
book rich in suggestive propositions as well as eye-opening details. It will prove to be essential reading for
anyone interested in the history of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

The book How to Do the History of Homosexuality can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book How to Do the History of
Homosexuality? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book How to Do the
History of Homosexuality has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Darius Cramer:

Here thing why this particular How to Do the History of Homosexuality are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. How to Do the History of Homosexuality giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with How to Do
the History of Homosexuality. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of How to Do the History of Homosexuality in e-
book can be your substitute.

Clifford Hudgins:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this How to
Do the History of Homosexuality.

Betty Richey:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book How to Do the History of Homosexuality we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book How to Do the History of Homosexuality. You



can more appealing than now.
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