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The first biography of the legendary Rothschild heiress who reigned as New York’s “Jazz Baroness.”

It’s a misty night in 1950s New York. A silver Rolls-Royce screeches to a stop at the neon-lit doorway of a
52nd Street jazz club. Behind the wheel is a glamorous brunette, a chinchilla stole draped over her shoulder
and a long cigarette holder clinched in her teeth. After taking a pull from a small silver flask, she glides past
the bouncer into the murky depths of the Three Deuces. The Jazz Baroness has arrived.

Raised in fairy-tale splendor, Kathleen Annie Pannonica Rothschild de Koenigswarter (known as “Nica”)
piloted her own plane across the English Channel, married a French baron, fought in the French Resistance,
and had five children. Then she heard a recording of Thelonious Monk’s “Round Midnight.” Inspired by the
liberating spirit of jazz, Nica left her family, moved to Manhattan, and began haunting the city’s nightclubs.

The tabloids first splashed her name across the headlines after Charlie Parker died in her hotel suite?a
scandal that cast a dark shadow over the rest of her life. She retreated from the public eye, but through her
ongoing ministrations to Monk and dozens of other musicians she became a legend. Nearly a score of jazz
compositions have been written in her honor, including two of the most beloved classics of the genre: Horace
Silver’s “Nica’s Dream” and Monk’s “Pannonica.”

Nica’s Dream traces the story of a fascinating woman across her thirty-year reign as the Jazz Baroness, but it
also explores a transformative era in twentieth-century American culture. Based on interviews with
musicians, family members, historians, and artists, David Kastin’s probing biography unwraps the life of this
enigmatic figure and evokes the vibrancy of New York during the birth of bebop, the first stirrings of the
Beat Generation, and the advent of abstract expressionism. 8 pages of black-and-white illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend of the Jazz Baroness. Try to
make the book Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend of the Jazz Baroness as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Philip Raber:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend
of the Jazz Baroness book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ray Shippee:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend of the Jazz Baroness
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Willie Randolph:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend of the Jazz
Baroness to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it.
Beside that the publication Nica's Dream: The Life and Legend of the Jazz Baroness can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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