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Let's begin with the basics: violence is an inherent part of policing. The police represent the most direct
means by which the state imposes its will on the citizenry. They are armed, trained, and authorized to use
force. Like the possibility of arrest, the threat of violence is implicit in every police encounter. Violence, as
well as the law, is what they represent.

Using media reports alone, the Cato Institute's last annual study listed nearly seven thousand victims of
police "misconduct" in the United States. But such stories of police brutality only scratch the surface of a
national epidemic. Every year, tens of thousands are framed, blackmailed, beaten, sexually assaulted, or
killed by cops. Hundreds of millions of dollars are spent on civil judgments and settlements annually.
Individual lives, families, and communities are destroyed.

In this extensively revised and updated edition of his seminal study of policing in the United States, Kristian
Williams shows that police brutality isn't an anomaly, but is built into the very meaning of law enforcement
in the United States. From antebellum slave patrols to today's unarmed youth being gunned down in the
streets, "peace keepers" have always used force to shape behavior, repress dissent, and defend the powerful.
Our Enemies in Blue is a well-researched page-turner that both makes historical sense of this legalized social
pathology and maps out possible alternatives.

Kristian Williams is the author of several books, including American Methods: Torture and the Logic of
Domination. He co-edited Life During Wartime: Resisting Counterinsurgency, and lives in Portland, Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Sims:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Our Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in America can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Melanie Moore:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Our
Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in America will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Jamie Gregory:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Our Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in
America can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Daryl Radford:

You can find this Our Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in America by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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