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The three essays collected in this book offer a succinct introduction to Agamben's recent work through an
investigation of Foucault's notion of the apparatus, a meditation on the intimate link of philosophy to
friendship, and a reflection on contemporariness, or the singular relation one may have to one's own time.

"Apparatus" (dispositif in French) is at once a most ubiquitous and nebulous concept in Foucault's later
thought. In a text bearing the same name ("What is a dispositif?") Deleuze managed to contribute its
mystification, but Agamben's leading essay illuminates the notion: "I will call an apparatus," he writes,
"literally anything that has in some way the capacity to capture, orient, determine, intercept, model, control,
or secure the gestures, behaviors, opinions, or discourses of living beings." Seen from this perspective,
Agamben's work, like Foucault's, may be described as the identification and investigation of apparatuses,
together with incessant attempts to find new ways to dismantle them.

Though philosophy contains the notion of philos, or friend, in its very name, philosophers tend to be very
skeptical about friendship. In his second essay, Agamben tries to dispel this skepticism by showing that at
the heart of friendship and philosophy, but also at the core of politics, lies the same experience: the shared
sensation of being.

Guided by the question, "What does it mean to be contemporary?" Agamben begins the third essay with a
reading of Nietzsche's philosophy and Mandelstam's poetry, proceeding from these to an exploration of such
diverse fields as fashion, neurophysiology, messianism and astrophysics.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Brenneman:

This "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other
Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Theresa Tompkins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title "What Is an
Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Adam Tonn:

This "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Robert Denney:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian:



Crossing Aesthetics) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes "What Is an Apparatus?" and Other Essays (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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