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Beginning with a brief examination of the importance of the concept of happiness to the European
Enlightenment as well as to the growing eighteenth-century interest in women, especially in Spain, this study
focuses on the literary expressions of happiness by Spanish women as exemplified in the writings of three
authors: essayist Josefa Amar y Borbon, poet Maria Gertrudis Hore and playwright Maria Rosa Galvez.
Author Elizabeth Lewis traces the theme of 'happiness' through the texts, explicating how important the
concept is for understanding eighteenth-century culture. Lewis shows how happiness for women could be
considered subversive, associated as it was (among other things) with the freedom to make lifestyle choices,
with a sense of harmony that extended far beyond the domestic sphere, and with a feminine virtue that defied
traditional notions of fidelity to God and husband, and instead encouraged responsibility to other women,
especially to future generations. Because notions of eighteenth-century happiness represented a challenge to
the embedded power structures of the Church, the State, and the male intellectual elite, women therefore
faced a dilemma well worth examining: how best to express their ideas on female happiness, how to procure
their own happiness and that of their sisters without risking alienation or even castigation for their words and
actions. Although largely ignored in the past, the time is ripe for an extensive and serious analysis of
eighteenth-century female-authored texts. Through its focus on the concept of Enlightenment women's
pursuit of happiness, this study points to both the importance of this period to the history of women's
literature in Spain and the importance of women's literature to the history of the Spanish Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wheeler:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of
Happiness (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World).

Brooks Davis:

The feeling that you get from Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide
within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) instantly.

Vickie Duke:

The e-book untitled Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Women Writers in the Spanish Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Victor McDowell:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Women Writers in the Spanish
Enlightenment: The Pursuit of Happiness (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this



book.
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