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Most people would not consider north central Kansas’ Waconda Lake to be extraordinary. The lake,
completed in 1969 by the federal Bureau of Reclamation for flood control, irrigation, and water supply
purposes, sits amid a region known—when it is thought of at all—for agriculture and, perhaps to a few, as
the home of "The World’s Largest Ball of Twine" (in nearby Cawker City).

Yet, to the native people living in this region in the centuries before Anglo incursion, this was a place of
great spiritual power and mystic significance. Waconda Spring, now beneath the waters of the lake, was held
as sacred, a place where connection with the spirit world was possible. Nearby, a giant snake symbol carved
into the earth by native peoples—likely the ancestors of today’s Wichitas—signified a similar place of
reverence and totemic power.

All that began to change on July 6, 1870, when Charles DeRudio, an officer in the 7th U.S. Cavalry who had
served with George Armstrong Custer, purchased a tract on the north bank of the Solomon River—a tract
that included Waconda Spring. DeRudio had little regard for the sacred properties of his acreage; instead, he
viewed the mineral spring as a way to make money.

In Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Springs, Kansas, anthropologist Donald
J. Blakeslee traces the usage and attendant meanings of this area, beginning with prehistoric sites dating
between AD 1000 and 1250 and continuing to the present day. Addressing all the sites at Waconda Lake,
regardless of age or cultural affiliation, Blakeslee tells a dramatic story that looks back from the humdrum
present through the romantic haze of the nineteenth century to an older landscape, one that is more
wonderful by far than what the modern imagination can conceive.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda
Lake, Kansas (Environmental History Series) to read.

April Hall:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Holy Ground, Healing Water:
Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas (Environmental History Series) book as this book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Lavada Rowlett:

Beside this specific Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas
(Environmental History Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas (Environmental History
Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from at this point!

Anna Humphrey:

This Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas (Environmental History
Series) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas (Environmental
History Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the



e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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