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"Classroom Cheats Turn to Computers." "Student Essays on Internet Offer Challenge to Teachers." "Faking
the Grade." Headlines such as these have been blaring the alarming news of an epidemic of plagiarism and
cheating in American colleges: more than 75 percent of students admit to having cheated; 68 percent admit
to cutting and pasting material from the Internet without citation. Professors are reminded almost daily that
many of today's college students operate under an entirely new set of assumptions about originality and
ethics. Practices that even a decade ago would have been regarded almost universally as academically
dishonest are now commonplace.

Is this development an indication of dramatic shifts in education and the larger culture? In a book that
dismisses hand-wringing in favor of a rich account of how students actually think and act, Susan D. Blum
discovers two cultures that exist, often uneasily, side by side in the classroom. Relying extensively on
interviews conducted by students with students,My Word!presents the voices of today's young adults as they
muse about their daily activities, their challenges, and the meanings of their college lives. Outcomes-based
secondary education, the steeply rising cost of college tuition, and an economic climate in which higher
education is valued for its effect on future earnings above all else.

These factors each have a role to play in explaining why students might pursue good grades by any means
necessary. These incentives have arisen in the same era as easily accessible ways to cheat electronically and
with almost intolerable pressures that result in many students being diagnosed as clinically depressed during
their transition from childhood to adulthood. However, Blum suggests, the real problem of academic
dishonesty arises primarily from a lack of communication between two distinct cultures within the university
setting. On one hand, professors and administrators regard plagiarism as a serious academic crime, an ethical
transgression, even a sin against an ethos of individualism and originality. Students, on the other hand, revel
in sharing, in multiplicity, in accomplishment at any cost.

Although this book is unlikely to reassure readers who hope that increasing rates of plagiarism can be
reversed with strongly worded warnings on the first day of class,My Word!opens a dialogue between
professors and their students that may lead to true mutual comprehension and serve as the basis for an
alignment between student practices and their professors' expectations.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture. Try to stumble
through book My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Pablo Torrey:

The ability that you get from My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture may be the more deep you looking
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this kind of My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture instantly.

Sue Joseph:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the reserve untitled My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia Coulter:

My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing My Word!: Plagiarism and
College Culture but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial imagining.
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