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Twenty years ago, on the last day of session, the New York State Legislature created a publicly funded
school district to cater to the interests of a religious sect called Kiryas Joel, an extremely insular group of
Hasidic Jews. The sect had bought land in upstate New York, populated it solely with members of its faction,
and created a village that exerted extraordinary political pressure over both political parties in the
Legislature. Marking the first time in American history that a governmental unit was established for a
religious group, the Legislature’s action prompted years of litigation that eventually went to the Supreme
Court. The 1994 case, The Board of Education of the Village of Kiryas Joel v. Grumet, stands as the most
important legal precedent in the fight to uphold the separation of church and state. In The Curious Case of
Kiryas Joel, plaintiff Louis Grumet opens a window onto the Satmar Hasidic community and details the
inside story of his fight for the First Amendment. This story—a blend of politics, religion, cultural clashes,
and constitutional tension—is an object lesson in the ongoing debate over freedom of vs. freedom from
religion.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

This The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the
Separation of Church and State book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the
Separation of Church and State without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't become worry The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and
the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State can bring once you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of
Church and State having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Robert Auclair:

The ability that you get from The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the
Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State may be the more deep you searching the information
that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to recognise but The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend
the Separation of Church and State giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to
Defend the Separation of Church and State instantly.

Amy Zambrano:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of
Church and State, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Lillian Thrasher:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the
Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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