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This eclectic history of unusual crowd behavior describes a rich assortment of mass phenomena ranging from
the amusing and quirky to the shocking and deplorable. What do fads, crazes, manias, urban legends, moral
panics, riots, stampedes, and other mass expressions of emotion have in common? By creating a typology of
such behavior, past and present, the authors show how common extraordinary group reactions to fear or
excitement are. And they offer insights into how these sometimes dangerous mob responses can be avoided. 

We may not be surprised to read about the peculiarities of the European Middle Ages, when superstition was
commonplace: like the meowing nuns of France, "tarantism" (a dancing mania) in Italy, or the malicious
anti-Semitic poison-well scares. But similar phenomena show up in our own era. Examples include the
social-networking hysteria of 2012, which resulted in uncontrollable twitching by teenage girls in Leroy,
NY; the "phantom bus terrorist" of 2004 in Vancouver, Canada; and the itching outbreak of 2000 in South
Africa. 

Vivid, detailed, and thoroughly researched, this is a fascinating overview of collective human behavior in its
many unusual forms.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Mejia:

The publication untitled A Colorful History of Popular Delusions is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of A Colorful History of Popular Delusions from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Marylou Standley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually A Colorful History of Popular Delusions.

Joyce Shryock:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. A Colorful History of Popular Delusions can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Hayden Wolfe:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That A Colorful History of Popular Delusions can give you a lot
of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Colorful History of Popular Delusions.
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