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N.O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans Literature is, quite simply, the most comprehensive collection of the
literature of New Orleans ever. Designed as an introduction for scholars and a pleasure for everyone, this
volume will set the standard for years to come.

Dixon has gathered some of the most prominent writers long associated with New Orleans, like Lafcadio
Hearn, Tennessee Williams, Truman Capote, and Eudora Welty, but perhaps more fascinating are the ones
we can discover for the first time, like the writers of Les Cenelles, French Creoles of color who published the
first anthology of African American literature in 1845, or Los Isleños, descendents of the 17th-century
Spanish immigrants from the Canary Islands, still a close-knit community today. From the first play ever
performed in New Orleans in 1809, through Tom Dent’s compelling 1967 drama of violence in the streets,
Ritual Murder, this collection traces the city’s history through its authors.

Louisianians, and particularly New Orleanians, do tend to go on and on about the literary heritage of this
deepest South of Deep South pieces of turf. And it is with justification, of course. In the past, however,
books about said literary heritage have been piecemeal and have tended to concentrate on one author or one
era of our history. It's with great pleasure that I recommend to readers therefore, the new and excellent book
by Nancy Dixon, N. O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans Literature. Nancy has presented pieces of this book in
the past at the Faulkner Society's annual Words & Music festival and in her presentations she's always made
her subject matter not only informative but accessible, entertaining. She's done the same thing with the book,
starting with the oldest known play written and produced in New Orleans, Paul LeBlanc de
Villeneufve’sTheFestival of the Young Corn, or The Heroism of Poucha-Houmma dated 1809. She relates
themes of that play to the pervasive violence in New Orleans today, giving the play contemporary relevance.
She leads us on through the 19th and 20th centuries and winds up with Fatima Shaik's story of desegration in
the 20th Century. It's 500-plus pages of great stuff and when you see it all together like this, it's impressive
and will no doubt enforce our tendency to go on and on about our literary heritage.

—Rosemary James, Co-Founder, Pirate's Alley Faulkner Society and Words & Music, author of My New
Orleans: Ballads to the Big Easy by Her Sons, Daughers, and Lovers

With: Paul LeBlanc De Villeneufve, Charles Gayarré, Thomas Wharton Collens, The Poets of Les Cenelles,
Chahta–Ima, Charles Alfred Mercier, Walt Whitman, Xariffa, John Dimitry, Pearl Rivers, Sallie Rhett
Roman, George Washington Cable, Ruth McEnery Stuart, Lafcadio Hearn, Kate Chopin, Grace King,
M.E.M. Davis, Alcée Fortier, Leona Queyrouze, O. Henry, Alice Dunbar Nelson, Sherwood Anderson,
Frances Parkinson Keyes, Lyle Saxon, Elma Godchaux, William Faulkner, Hamilton Basso, Los Isleños
Décimas, Eudora Welty, Tennessee Williams, Truman Capote, Shirley Ann Grau, Tom Dent, Everette
Maddox, Richard Ford , Andrei Codrescu, Valerie Martin, John Biguenet, Moira Crone, Fatima Shaik.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept N.O. Lit: 200
Years of New Orleans Literature suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The particular book untitled N.O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans Literatureis the main of several books
in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world with this book.

James Connell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this N.O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans Literature, you are able to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

John Herrera:

The publication with title N.O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans Literature posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Cheri Turner:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This N.O. Lit: 200 Years of New Orleans
Literature is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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