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On January 17, 1776, one week after Thomas Paine published his incendiary pamphlet Common Sense,
Connecticut minister Samuel Sherwood preached an equally patriotic sermon. "God Almighty, with all the
powers of heaven, are on our side," Sherwood said, voicing a sacred justification for war that Americans
would invoke repeatedly throughout the struggle for independence.

In Sacred Scripture, Sacred War, James Byrd offers the first comprehensive analysis of how American
revolutionaries defended their patriotic convictions through scripture. Byrd shows that the Bible was a key
text of the American Revolution. Indeed, many colonists saw the Bible as primarily a book about war. They
viewed God as not merely sanctioning violence but actively participating in combat, playing a decisive role
on the battlefield. When war came, preachers and patriots alike turned to scripture not only for solace but for
exhortations to fight. Such scripture helped amateur soldiers overcome their natural aversion to killing,
conferred on those who died for the Revolution the halo of martyrdom, and gave Americans a sense of the
divine providence of their cause. Many histories of the Revolution have noted the connection between
religion and war, but Sacred Scripture, Sacred War is the first to provide a detailed analysis of specific
biblical texts and how they were used, especially in making the patriotic case for war. Combing through
more than 500 wartime sources, which include more than 17,000 biblical citations, Byrd shows precisely
how the Bible shaped American war, and how war in turn shaped Americans' view of the Bible.

Brilliantly researched and cogently argued, Sacred Scripture, Sacred War sheds new light on the American
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sacred Scripture, Sacred
War: The Bible and the American Revolution. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Joseph Ortiz:

Typically the book Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Hattie Leclair:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Sacred Scripture, Sacred
War: The Bible and the American Revolution, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lisa Keener:

This Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution is great reserve for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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