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In the mid-1960s, Steve Reich radically renewed the musical landscape with a back-to-basics sound that
came to be called Minimalism. These early works, characterized by a relentless pulse and static harmony,
focused single-mindedly on the process of gradual rhythmic change. Throughout his career, Reich has
continued to reinvigorate the music world, drawing from a wide array of classical, popular, sacred, and non-
western idioms. His works reflect the steady evolution of an original musical mind.

Writings on Music documents the creative journey of this thoughtful, groundbreaking composer. These 64
short pieces include Reich's 1968 essay "Music as a Gradual Process," widely considered one of the most
influential pieces of music theory in the second half of the 20th century. Subsequent essays, articles, and
interviews treat Reich's early work with tape and phase shifting, showing its development into more recent
work with speech melody and instrumental music. Other essays recount his exposure to non-western music --
African drumming, Balinese gamelan, Hebrew cantillation -- and the influence of these musics as structures
and not as sounds. The writings include Reich's reactions to and appreciations of the works of his
contemporaries (John Cage, Luciano Berio, Morton Feldman, Gyorgy Ligeti) and older influences (Kurt
Weill, Schoenberg). Each major work of the composer's career is also explored through notes written for
performances and recordings.

Paul Hillier, himself a respected figure in the early music and new music worlds, has revisited these texts,
working with the author to clarify their central narrative: the aesthetic and intellectual development of an
influential composer. For long-time listeners and young musicians recently introduced to his work, this book
provides an opportunity to get to know Reich's music in greater depth and perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Writings on Music, 1965-2000 will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Aaron Mullen:

The knowledge that you get from Writings on Music, 1965-2000 is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Writings on Music, 1965-2000 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Writings on Music, 1965-2000 instantly.

Nyla Gomez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Writings on Music, 1965-2000.

Christopher McCrady:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Writings on Music, 1965-2000 or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Writings on Music,
1965-2000 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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