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Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc explores the rise of youth as consumers of popular culture and the
globalization of popular music in Russia and Eastern Europe. This collection of essays challenges
assumptions that Communist leaders and Western-influenced youth cultures were inimically hostile to one
another. While initially banning Western cultural trends like jazz and rock-and-roll, Communist leaders
accommodated elements of rock and pop music to develop their own socialist popular music. They promoted
organized forms of leisure to turn young people away from excesses of style perceived to be Western.
Popular song and officially sponsored rock and pop bands formed a socialist beat that young people listened
and danced to. Young people attracted to the music and subcultures of the capitalist West still shared the
values and behaviors of their peers in Communist youth organizations.

Despite problems providing youth with consumer goods, leaders of Soviet bloc states fostered a socialist
alternative to the modernity the capitalist West promised. Underground rock musicians thus shared
assumptions about culture that Communist leaders had instilled. Still, competing with influences from the
capitalist West had its limits. State-sponsored rock festivals and rock bands encouraged a spirit of rebellion
among young people. Official perceptions of what constituted culture limited options for accommodating
rock and pop music and Western youth cultures. Youth countercultures that originated in the capitalist West,
like hippies and punks, challenged the legitimacy of Communist youth organizations and their sponsors.
Government media and police organs wound up creating oppositional identities among youth gangs. Failing
to provide enough Western cultural goods to provincial cities helped fuel resentment over the Soviet Union’s
capital, Moscow, and encourage support for breakaway nationalist movements that led to the Soviet Union’s
collapse in 1991. Despite the Cold War, in both the Soviet bloc and in the capitalist West, political elites
responded to perceived threats posed by youth cultures and music in similar manners. Young people
participated in a global youth culture while expressing their own local views of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Becker:

This Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and Eastern Europe
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures, Music, and
the State in Russia and Eastern Europe without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures,
Music, and the State in Russia and Eastern Europe can bring any time you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and Eastern Europe
having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jeanne Newman:

Why? Because this Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and
Eastern Europe is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Diane Walker:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth
Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and Eastern Europe, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lily McDermott:

Beside this specific Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc: Youth Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and
Eastern Europe in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Youth and Rock in the Soviet Bloc:



Youth Cultures, Music, and the State in Russia and Eastern Europe because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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