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What is in the best interest of our students? Is it teaching to the newest standards movement, like the
Common Core? Teaching that prepares students to take a test? Or is it something more meaningful and
authentic?
In his new book, In the Best Interest of Students, Kelly Gallagher notes that there are real strengths in the
Common Core standards, and there are significant weaknesses as well. He takes the long view, reminding us
that standards come and go but what remains constant is the need to stay true to what we know works in the
teaching of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Instead of blindly adhering to the latest standards
movement, Kelly advocates:

·         Dialing up the amount of reading and writing students are doing.
·         Balancing rigorous, high-quality literature and non-fiction with high-interest, student-selected titles.
·         Giving students much more choice when it comes to reading and writing activities.
·         Encouraging readers to deepen their comprehension by moving beyond the “four corners of the text.”
·         Using modeling to enrich students’ writing skills in the prewriting, drafting, and revision stages.
·         Helping young writers to achieve more authenticity through the blending of genres.
·         Resisting the de-emphasis of narrative and imaginative reading and writing.
·         Providing students with more opportunities to sharpen their listening and speaking skills
·         Planning lessons that move beyond Common Core expectations. 
 
In this provocative and insightful new book, Kelly surveys the teaching landscape since the publication of his
highly regarded book Readicide, and finds that although some progress has been made, more needs to be
done. Amid the frenzy of trying to teach to a new set of standards, Kelly Gallagher is a strong voice of
reason, reminding us that instruction should be anchored around one guiding question: What is in the best
interest of our students?
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept In the Best
Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled In the Best Interest of Students: Staying
True to What Works in the ELA Classroomis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Gerald Toups:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom.

Samuel Tapp:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The In the Best Interest of Students: Staying
True to What Works in the ELA Classroom giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Richard Kitterman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True
to What Works in the ELA Classroom publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt In
the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom as good book not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still



needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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