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In May 1906, the Atlantic Monthly commented that Americans live not merely in an age of things, but under
the tyranny of them, and that in our relentless effort to sell, purchase, and accumulate things, we do not
possess them as much as they possess us. For Bill Brown, the tale of that possession is something stranger
than the history of a culture of consumption. It is the story of Americans using things to think about
themselves.

Brown's captivating new study explores the roots of modern America's fascination with things and the
problem that objects posed for American literature at the turn of the century. This was an era when the
invention, production, distribution, and consumption of things suddenly came to define a national culture.
Brown shows how crucial novels of the time made things not a solution to problems, but problems in their
own right. Writers such as Mark Twain, Frank Norris, Sarah Orne Jewett, and Henry James ask why and
how we use objects to make meaning, to make or remake ourselves, to organize our anxieties and affections,
to sublimate our fears, and to shape our wildest dreams. Offering a remarkably new way to think about
materialism, A Sense of Things will be essential reading for anyone interested in American literature and
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

In other case, little people like to read book A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Aaron Mullen:

The book A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Otis Kozlowski:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific A Sense of Things: The
Object Matter of American Literature book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Mary Sexton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of
American Literature as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes A Sense of Things: The Object Matter of American Literature to make your spare time



much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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