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In this warm and affectionate book, William Zinsser, author of the best-selling classic On Writing Well,
describes his lifelong love affair with American popular song and the American musical theater. These are
the words and melodies that are as familiar to us as the flag, so firmly ensconced in our mental topographies
that they have become part of our standard literature, songs adopted and adapted by generations of
performers, jazz singers, and musicians, deeply lodged in the memory of everyone who has ever heard them.

All the Things You Are, Star Dust, Over the Rainbow, Laura, Stormy Weather, Some Enchanted Evening,
Someone to Watch Over Me, My Funny Valentine the tunes are as "easy to remember" as breathing, but how
were they written? What stars and what shows were they written for? Who were the men and women who
wrote them? What makes the songs so good? Zinsser answers these questions. Starting with Show Boat in
1927, he provides a comprehensive overview, telling his story through the lives and careers of the great
composers and lyricists: Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein, George and Ira Gershwin, Rodgers & Hart,
Irving Berlin, Harold Arlen, Cole Porter, Dorothy Fields, Hoagy Carmichael, Johnny Mercer, Harry Warren,
Jule Styne, Frank Loesser, Stephen Sondheim, and many more.

Zinsser writes from an intimate knowledge of the songs, as a scholar of the American musical theater, and as
a pianist-performer himself. The result is a book unlike any other in its authority, insight, and detail. Written
with the author's usual elegance and humor, supported by lyrics that instantly bring back the songs and their
emotional associations, Easy to Remember is handsomely illustrated with rare photographs of the
songwriters and with sheet music covers of the songs they wrote one of America's gaudiest forms of poster
art. With indices, song lists, and an extensive bibliography for show-tune aficionados, this is going to be the
standard bedside reference for anyone who has ever found themselves seduced by this great American art
form.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

This book untitled Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Barbara Bell:

Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Marie Walsh:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but novel and Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs as
well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Easy to Remember: The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Pierre Winter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Easy to Remember:
The Great American Songwriters and Their Songs.
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