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On May 25, 1863, after driving the Confederate army into defensive lines surrounding Vicksburg,
Mississippi, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of the Tennessee laid siege to the fortress
city. With no reinforcements and dwindling supplies, the Army of Vicksburg finally surrendered on July 4,
yielding command of the Mississippi River to Union forces and effectively severing the Confederacy. In this
illuminating volume, Justin S. Solonick offers the first detailed study of how Grant’ s midwesterners serving
in the Army of the Tennessee engineered the siege of Vicksburg, placing the event within the broader
context of U.S. and European military history and nineteenth-century applied science in trench warfare and
field fortifications. In doing so, he shatters the Lost Cause myth that Vicksburg's Confederate garrison
surrendered due to lack of provisions. Instead of being starved out, Solonick explains, the Confederates were
dug out.

After opening with a sophisticated examination of nineteenth-century military engineering and the history of
siege craft, Solonick discusses the stages of the Vicksburg siege and the implements and tactics Grant’s
soldiers used to achieve victory. As Solonick shows, though Grant lacked sufficient professional engineersto
organize atraditional siege—an offensive tactic characterized by cutting the enemy’s communication lines
and digging forward-moving approach trenches—the few engineers avail able, when possible, gave Union
troops a crash course in military engineering. Ingenious midwestern soldiers, in turn, creatively applied
engineering maxims to the situation at Vicksburg, demonstrating a remarkable ability to adapt in the face of
adversity. When instruction and oversight were not possible, the common soldiers improvised. Solonick
concludes with a description of the surrender of Vicksburg, an analysis of the siege’s effect on the outcome
of the Civil War, and a discussion of its significance in western military history.

Solonick’s study of the Vicksburg siege focuses on how the American Civil War was atransitional one with
its own distinct nature, not the last Napoleonic war or the herald of modern warfare. At Vicksburg, he
reveals, amelding of traditional siege craft with the soldiers’ own inventiveness resulted in Union victory
during the largest, most successful siege in American history.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Farr:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Engineering
Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg? Maybeit isto be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have different opinion?

Angel Huitt:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Engineering Victory: The
Union Siege of Vicksburg book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Gena Colgan:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirementsis Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg this book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer valueto explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book suitable al of you.

Anna Cooper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Engineering
Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg.
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