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India's success in reducing endemic deprivation since Independence has been quite limited. Recent diagnoses
of this failure of policy have concentrated on the counterproductive role of government regulation, and on
the need for economic incentives to accelerate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an
assessment of India's failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take
note of the role played in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the provision of basic education,
health care, social security, and related fields, Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic growth
requires some basic social change, which is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives. The
authors also discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including the distortion
of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. Following on from this, the book considers
the scope for public action to address these earlier biases and achieve a transformation of policy priorities.

Beginning with an introductory chapter presenting the motivation, focus, and approach of the book, it
discusses the respective roles of the market mechanism and government action in economic development and
discusses the particular role of public involvement in the fields of health and education. International
comparisons of development experiences are brought to bear on the diagnosis of India's successes and
failures, and the work discusses the lessons to be learnt from the contrasting development experiences of
different states within India, with particular attention to Kerala's outstanding success in social fields. The
authors consider the role of public action and political organization in promoting social opportunities.
Attention is drawn, in particular, to the part played by widespread illiteracy in suppressing that process and
perpetuating social inequalities. The work also looks at the issue of basic education, including a critical
assessment of public policy in this field. The issue of gender inequality is discussed, and the role of women's
agency in the expansion of social opportunities for both women and men is explored. The work concludes by
consolidating the argument and discussing the policy implication of the analyses presented. A statistical
appendix presents a comparative picture of India and other developing countries, and also the comparative
performance of different states within India.

This new work by two internationally renowned economists is an important and relevant argument for
promoting human welfare.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Inside other case, little people like to read book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new
book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

George Hardy:

The book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rachel Daniels:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name India: Economic
Development and Social Opportunity suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled India: Economic Development and Social Opportunityis a single of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Erik Garcia:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. Through the book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
that book India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity. You can more pleasing than now.
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