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A freewheeling blend of continental European folk music and the songs, tunes, and dances of Anglo and
Celtic immigrants, polkabilly has enthralled American musicians and dancers since the mid-19th century.
From West Virginia coal camps and east Texas farms to the Canadian prairies and America's Upper
Midwest, scores of groups have wed squeezeboxes with string bands, hoe downs with hambos, and
sentimental Southern balladry with comic "up north" broken-English comedy, to create a new and uniquely
American sound.
The Goose Island Ramblers played as a house band for a local tavern in Madison, Wisconsin from the early
1960s through the mid-1970s. The group epitomized the polkabilly sound with their wild mixture of
Norwegian fiddle tunes, Irish jigs, Slovenian polkas, Swiss yodels, old time hillbilly songs, "Scandihoovian"
and "Dutchman" dialect ditties, frost-bitten Hawaiian marches, and novelty numbers on the electric toilet
plunger. In this original study, James P. Leary illustrates how the Ramblers' multiethnic music combined
both local and popular traditions, and how their eclectic repertoire challenges prevailing definitions of
American folk music. He thus offers the first comprehensive examination of the Upper Midwest's folk
musical traditions within the larger context of American life and culture.
Impeccably researched, richly detailed and illustrated, and accompanied by a compact disc of interviews and
performances, James P. Leary's Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music
creates an unforgettable portrait of a polkabilly band and its world.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Stclair:

This Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American Musicspheres
Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Polkabilly: How
the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American Musicspheres Series) without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American Musicspheres
Series) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined
American Folk Music (American Musicspheres Series) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Nicholas Tapia:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American Musicspheres
Series).

Carrie Mathis:

Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American Musicspheres
Series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American
Folk Music (American Musicspheres Series) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Cheryl Crockett:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Polkabilly: How the Goose Island Ramblers Redefined American Folk Music (American
Musicspheres Series) when you required it?
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