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This unorthodox biography explores the life of an extraordinary Enlightenment woman who, by sheer force
of character, parlayed a skill in midwifery into a national institution. In 1759, in an effort to end infant
mortality, Louis XV commissioned Madame Angélique Marguerite Le Boursier du Coudray to travel
throughout France teaching the art of childbirth to illiterate peasant women. For the next thirty years, this
royal emissary taught in nearly forty cities and reached an estimated ten thousand students. She wrote a
textbook and invented a life-sized obstetrical mannequin for her demonstrations. She contributed
significantly to France's demographic upswing after 1760.

Who was the woman, both the private self and the pseudonymous public celebrity? Nina Rattner Gelbart
reconstructs Madame du Coudray's astonishing mission through extensive research in the hundreds of letters
by, to, and about her in provincial archives throughout France. Tracing her subject's footsteps around the
country, Gelbart chronicles du Coudray's battles with finance ministers, village matrons, local administrators,
and recalcitrant physicians, her rises in power and falls from grace, and her death at the height of the Reign
of Terror. At a deeper level, Gelbart recaptures du Coudray's interior journey as well, by questioning and
dismantling the neat paper trail that the great midwife so carefully left behind. Delightfully written, this tale
of a fascinating life at the end of the French Old Regime sheds new light on the histories of medicine,
gender, society, politics, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hoffman:

The book The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good
thing like a book The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of
Madame du Coudray has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Son:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The King's
Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Ernestine Pagan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery
of Madame du Coudray, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Thomas Ellis:

You can get this The King's Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame du Coudray by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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