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The Middle East has been a troubled region for centuries, and it is perhaps the most notorious hotspot in the
early 21st century, as longstanding political and religious issues continue to roil the region. As a result,
countries across the region have uneasy alliances against each other, open conflicts with some, and an
ongoing civil war in Syria that has Iranian and Syrian proxies fighting against other groups supported by
different nations. Throw in substate terrorist groups and militias like the Islamic State, and the mix has
become even deadlier of late.

Today, the most important religious split is between the Sunnis and the Shias (Shiites) within Islam. Unlike
divisions in other faiths - between Conservative and Orthodox Jews or Catholic and Protestant Christians -
the split between the Sunnis and Shia has existed almost as long as the faith itself, and it quickly emerged out
of tensions created by the political crisis after the death of the Prophet Muhammad. In a sense, what are now
two different forms of Islam essentially started as political factions within the unified body of Muslim
believers.

Over the past few centuries, Christians have mostly been able to live alongside their co-religionists, but the
split between the Sunnis and Shias is still so pronounced that many adherents of each branch view each other
with disdain if not as outright apostates or non-believers. The religious divide is perhaps the most important
fault line in the turbulent Middle East today, with Sunni nations like Egypt and Saudi Arabia at odds with
Shiite nations like Iran. At lower levels, non-state groups like the Islamic State and Hezbollah are fighting
each other in ways that cross state lines in places like Lebanon, Iraq, and Syria. Although it is technically a
split in religion, the divide has had substantial global ramifications for decades, and there seems to be no end
in sight.

While the religious divides have spawned groups like the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, the Islamic State,
and others, the controversial conflict between Israel and the Palestinians continues to be perhaps the most
contentious foreign policy issue not just across the Middle East but much of the world, as Western powers
have constantly tried to help broker peace over the last several decades. The conflict is also one of the most
historically complex, making it all the more important to understand it.

The Fault Lines of the Middle East traces the origins of the Sunni-Shia split and the historic effects of the
main divide within Islam, which continues to wreak havoc in places like Iraq and Syria today. It also
discusses the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Syrian civil war, the historic Iranian Revolution, and the history
and beliefs of influential groups like the Muslim Brotherhood. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the history of the Middle East like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of the Religious
and Political Issues Affecting the Region. Try to make the book The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The
History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region as your good friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Mario Rice:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The
History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Yvonne Webb:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History
of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region can make you sense more interested to read.

Martha Lockridge:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous books



that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Fault Lines of the Middle
East: The History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region.
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