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Most university teachers have ideas about the typical good or not-so-good student in their classes, but rarely
do they share these thoughts with others. By keeping quiet about the preconceptions – or stereotypes – they
harbour, teachers put themselves at risk of missing key evidence to help them revise their beliefs; more
importantly, they may fail to notice students in real need of their support and encouragement.

In this unique work, the authors explore UK and US university teachers’ beliefs about their students’
performance and reveal which beliefs are well-founded, which are mistaken, which mask other underlying
factors, and what they can do about them. So is it true, for instance, that British Asian students find medicine
more difficult than their white counterparts, or that American students with sports scholarships take their
studies less seriously? Is it the case that students who sit at the front of the lecture hall get better grades than
those who sit at the back?

By comparing students’ demographic data and their actual performance with their teachers’ expectations, the
authors expose a complex picture of multiple factors affecting performance. They also contrast students’
comments about their own study habits with their views on what makes a good learner. For each
preconception, they offer clear advice on how university teachers can redesign their courses, introduce new
activities and assignments and communicate effective learning strategies that students will be able to put into
practice. Finally, the authors explore the ramifications of teachers’ beliefs and suggest actions that can be
taken at the level of the institution, department or programme and in educational development events,
designed to level the playing field so that students have a more equitable chance of success.

Ideal for both educational developers and university teachers, this book:

reveals general tendencies and findings that will inform developers’ own work with university teachers,●

provides practical guidance and solutions for university teachers to be able to identify and address students’●

actual – rather than assumed – needs,
explores means of addressing and challenging people’s natural tendency to rely on preconceived ideas and●

stereotypes, and
explains an action research method that educational developers can use on their own campuses to unravel●

some of the local preconceptions that may be hampering student success.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Understanding Undergraduates:
Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) ended up being making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book
Understanding Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) is not
only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Understanding
Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series). You never feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Richard Linneman:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Understanding Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success
(SEDA Series) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Understanding Undergraduates: Challenging our
preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Understanding Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success
(SEDA Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kristen Self:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Understanding Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Understanding Undergraduates:
Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Delores Keener:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,



do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Understanding
Undergraduates: Challenging our preconceptions of student success (SEDA Series) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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