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For most of the last millennium, Suzhou, China was widely regarded as a "paradise on Earth" by the citizens
of imperial China. Replete with natural beauty, magnificent gardens, and a rich history to match, Suzhou has
captivated the attention of poets, scholars, statesmen, and travelers from afar since the earliest days of
Chinese history. For a dozen centuries, Suzhou was a center of wealth, beauty, intellectual achievement,
culture, fashion, and commerce. It was the imperial empire's Paris, with a touch of Florence's artistic
flourish, Venice's canal-laced charm, Heidelberg's academic achievement, and Amsterdam's commercial
dynamism.

In this monumental new book, author Stephen L. Koss paints a vivid picture of just how important Suzhou is
to the Chinese nation, its people, and its collective ethos. From its rise as a major cultural and trading center,
Koss guides the reader on a journey through more than 2,500 years of Chinese history. He traces the city's
fascinating story from its founding in 514 BCE to its present-day rebirth as a center of hi-tech,
pharmaceutical, and textile manufacturing characterized by explosive urban expansion, a fast-growing
middle class, and modernization tempered by historical and cultural preservation. The book is rich in local
historical and cultural content, thoughtfully framed by national historical context and filled with anecdotes
and mini-biographies chosen to engage the interest of a general readership audience. Beautiful Su will stand
for decades as one of the definitive statements on one of the world's greatest cities.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Spearman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Beautiful Su:
A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lawrence Hurst:

The book Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Beautiful
Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like available and read a book Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Willie Navarro:

This book untitled Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou, China to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Madden:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Beautiful Su: A Social and Cultural History of Suzhou,
China can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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