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Thefirst biography of an American-born Korean woman, "Doing What Had to Be Done" is, on the surface,
the life story of Dora Y um Kim. But telling more than one woman's story, author Soo-Y oung Chin offers
more than an unusual glimpse at the shaping of aremarkable community activist. In addition as she
questions her subject, introduces each chapter, and reflects on how Dora's story relates to her own experience
as a Korean-American who immigrated to this country as an adult she carves around Dora's compelling and
courageous life story, a story of her own and one of all Korean-Americans. Bornin 1921, Dora, as shetells
Chin her story, chronicles the shifting salience of gendered ethnic identity as she journeys through her life.
Traveling through time and place, she moves from San Francisco's Chinatown where Koreans were a
minority within a minority to suburban Dewey Boulevard where Dora and her family attempt to integrate
into mainstream America and where she becomes a social worker in the California State Department of
Employment. Asthe Korean immigrant community grows in the late 1960s, Dora becomes deeply involved
in community service. She remembers teaching English to senior citizens and preparing them for their
naturalization exams, finding jobs for the younger K oreans, and founding a community center and meals
program for seniors. A detailed and inspiring lens through which to view Korean-American history, Dora's
life journey echoes the changing spaces of the American social landscape. The grace and ease with which
Dorajust 'does what has to be done' shows us the importance of everyday acts in making a difference. Soo-
Y oung Chin is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Asian-American Studies at the University of
Southern California.
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From reader reviews:
LelaHird:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian American History &
Cultu). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian American History & Cultu). Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Megan Lapointe:

This Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian American History & Cultu) are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian
American History & Cultu) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian American History & Cultu) giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nicole Dilbeck:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Doing
What Had To Be Done (Asian American History & Cultu). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Donald Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards
to something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
Doing What Had To Be Done (Asian American History & Cultu).
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