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A major new work by a leading historian and pioneer in women's studies, The Creation of Patriarchy is a
radical reconceptualization of Western civilization that makes gender central to its analysis. Gerda Lerner
argues that male dominance over women is not "natural" or biological, but the product of an historical
development begun in the second millennium B.C. in the Ancient Near East. As patriarchy as a system of
organizing society was established historically, she contends, it can also be ended by the historical process.

Focusing on the contradiction between women's central role in creating society and their marginality in the
meaning-giving process of definition and interpretation, Lerner explores such fascinating questions as: What
can account for women's exclusion from the historical process? What could explain the long delay--more
than 3,500 years--in women's coming to consciousness of their own subordinate position? She goes back to
the cultures of the earliest known civilizations--those of the ancient Near East--to discover the origins of the
major gender metaphors of Western civilization. Using historical, literary, archaeological, and artistic
evidence, she then traces the development of these ideas, symbols, and metaphors and their incorporation
into Western civilization as the basis of patriarchal gender relations.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

In other case, little people like to read book The Creation of Patriarchy (Women and History; V. 1). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The
Creation of Patriarchy (Women and History; V. 1). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brian Bauer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Creation of
Patriarchy (Women and History; V. 1) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The book untitled The Creation of Patriarchy (Women and History; V. 1)is a single of several books
this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Francis Corder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Creation of Patriarchy (Women and History; V. 1) will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Amy Terrell:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Creation of Patriarchy
(Women and History; V. 1) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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