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Women in Victorian England wore jewelry made from each other's hair and wrote poems celebrating
decades of friendship. They pored over magazines that described the dangerous pleasures of corporal
punishment. A few had sexual relationships with each other, exchanged rings and vows, willed each other
property, and lived together in long-term partnerships described as marriages. But, as Sharon Marcus shows,
these women were not seen as gender outlaws. Their desires were fanned by consumer culture, and their
friendships and unions were accepted and even encouraged by family, society, and church. Far from being
sexless angels defined only by male desires, Victorian women openly enjoyed looking at and even
dominating other women. Their friendships helped realize the ideal of companionate love between men and
women celebrated by novels, and their unions influenced politicians and social thinkers to reform marriage
law.

Through a close examination of literature, memoirs, letters, domestic magazines, and political debates,
Marcus reveals how relationships between women were a crucial component of femininity. Deeply
researched, powerfully argued, and filled with original readings of familiar and surprising sources, Between
Women overturns everything we thought we knew about Victorian women and the history of marriage and
family life. It offers a new paradigm for theorizing gender and sexuality--not just in the Victorian period, but
in our own.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Between
Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Rosemarie Pickett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England will give you
new experience in reading through a book.

Patricia Lopez:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Between Women: Friendship,
Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Tasha Banda:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian England.
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