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The first volume of Hershel Parker's definitive biography of Herman Melville—a finalist for the 1997
Pulitzer Prize—closed on a mid-November day in 1851. In the dining room of the Little Red Inn in Lenox,
Massachusetts, Melville had just presented an inscribed copy of his new novel, Moby-Dick, to his intimate
friend, Nathaniel Hawthorne, the man to whom the work was dedicated. "Take it all in all," Parker
concluded, "this was the happiest day of Melville's life."

Herman Melville: A Biography, Volume 2, 1851-1891 chronicles Melville's life in rich detail, from this
ecstatic moment to his death, in obscurity, forty years later. Parker describes the malignity of reviewers and
sheer bad luck that doomed Moby-Dick to failure (and its author to prolonged indebtedness), the savage
reviews he received for his next book Pierre, and his inability to have the novel The Isle of the Cross—now
lost—published at all. Melville turned to magazine fiction, writing the now-classic "Bartleby" and "Benito
Cereno," and produced a final novel, The Confidence Man, a mordant satire of American optimism. Over his
last three decades, while working as a customs inspector in Manhattan, Melville painstakingly remade
himself as a poet, crafting the centennial epic Clarel, in which he sorted out his complex feelings for
Hawthorne, and the masterful story "Billy Budd," originally written as a prose headnote to an unfinished
poem.

Through prodigious archival research into hundreds of family letters and diary entries, newly discovered
newspaper articles, and marginalia from books that Melville owned, Parker vividly recreates the last four
decades of Melville's life, episode after episode unknown to previous biographers. The concluding volume of
Herman Melville: A Biography confirms Hershel Parker's position as the world's leading Melville scholar,
demonstrating his unrivaled biographical, literary, and historical imagination and providing a rich new
portrait of a great—and profoundly American—artist.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

The book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Herman Melville: A Biography
(Volume 2, 1851-1891)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Patrick Vanmeter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891)
seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) is not only
giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Herman Melville: A
Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Eddie Horton:

Typically the book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2,
1851-1891) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Hattie Leclair:

Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Herman Melville: A Biography
(Volume 2, 1851-1891) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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