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During early colonial times, traveling actors and troupes from London took the first tentative steps in
establishing America's theatrical tradition. The nation's history of theater evolved slowly, but the nineteenth-
century development of an authentic American theatrical voice gave rise to a growing number of noteworthy
indigenous playwrights by the early 1900s. This carefully edited volume charts the progress of the American
theater between 1787 and 1911, with a chronological selection of 16 of the best works from that period:
The Contrast, Royall Tyler (1787)
Superstition, James N. Barker (1824)
Charles the Second, John Howard Payne and Washington Irving (1824)
Fashion, Anna Cora Mowatt (1845)
Uncle Tom's Cabin, George L. Aiken (1852)
The Octoroon, Dion Boucicault (1859)
The Count of Monte Cristo, Charles Fechter (1883)
The Mouse-Trap, William Dean Howells (1889)
Secret Service, William Gillette (1896)
The Great Divide, William Vaughn Moody (1906)
The New York Idea, Langdon Mitchell (1906)
The Truth, Clyde Fitch (1907)
The Witching Hour, Augustus Thomas (1907)
Salvation Nell, Edward Sheldon (1908)
The Easiest Way, Eugene Walter (1909)
The Scarecrow, Percy MacKaye (1911)
Representative rather than comprehensive, this highly readable volume combines familiar but historically
important plays with less well-known pieces for a fascinating introduction to early American drama.
Note: As all these plays are copyright-free, they can be performed without fee or permission by professional
and amateur groups.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

This Best Plays of the Early American Theater book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Best Plays of the Early American Theater without we comprehend teach the one who looking
at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Best Plays of the Early American
Theater can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Best Plays of the Early American Theater having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Fern Marshall:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Best Plays of the Early
American Theater is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Lisa Christopher:

The ability that you get from Best Plays of the Early American Theater could be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to comprehend but Best Plays of the Early American Theater giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of Best Plays of the Early American Theater instantly.

Gretchen Clark:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Best Plays of the Early
American Theater which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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