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The Russian formalists emerged from the Russian Revolution with ideas about the independence of
literature. They enjoyed that independence until Stalin shut them down. By then, however, they had
produced essays that remain among the best defenses ever written for both literature and its theory.

Included here are four essays representing key points in the formalists’ short history. Victor Shklovsky’s
pioneering “Art as Technique” (1917) defines the literary as a way to make us see familiar things as if for the
first time. His 1921 essay on Tristram Shandy makes that eccentric novel the centerpiece for a theory of
narrative. A section from Boris Tomashevsky’s “Thematics” (1925) inventories the elements of stories. In
“The Theory of the ‘Formal Method’” (1927), Boris Eichenbaum defends Russian Formalism against various
attacks. An able champion, he describes Formalism’s evolution, notes its major figures and works, clears
away decayed axioms, and rescues literature from “primitive historicism” and other dangers.

These essays set a course for literary studies that led to Prague structuralism, French semiotics, and
postmodern poetics. Russian Formalist Criticism has been honored as a Choice Outstanding Academic Book
of the Year by the American Library Association.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays,
Second Edition has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays,
Second Edition is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition. You never feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Candice Foushee:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second
Edition book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eugene Meunier:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition giving you another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life within this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Sandra Bland:

This Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with



ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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