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If Rupert Murdoch and Sumner Redstone are so smart, why are their stocks long-term losers?

We live in the age of Big Media, with the celebrity moguls at the helms of the media conglomerates telling
us that "content is king" and "growth is good." But for all the excitement, glamour, drama, and publicity they
produce, why can't these moguls and their companies manage to deliver the kind of returns you'd get from
closing your eyes and throwing a dart? In The Curse of the Mogul, Jonathan A. Knee, Bruce C. Greenwald,
and Ava Seave lay bare the inexcusable financial performance that lies beneath Big Media's false veneer of
power.

In an industry built on celebrity, mogul-fueled megalomania has run rampant, with shareholders footing the
bill. Moguls have successfully propagated a myth that both makes them appear indispensable to the business
and justifies their lousy performance: since they are managers of creative talent and artistic product, being
subject to appraisal using traditional strategic, financial, or operational metrics is just unfair, isn't it?

But the stark facts speak for themselves:

?Since 2000, the largest media conglomerates have lost $200 billion in market capitalization from their
collective balance sheets-making Citigroup's red ink look like a pale blush.
?These media companies have consistently underperformed for over a generation-not just since the Internet
emerged as a competitive force but for the decade before anyone ever heard of "new media."
?Misguided investment and acquisition strategies have created the paradox that, in media, the faster revenues
grow, the worse the stocks perform.

By rigorously examining individual media businesses on their own terms, the authors point out the difference
between judging a company by how many times it's CEO is seen in Sun Valley and by whether it generates
consistently superior profitability. The book is packed with enough sharp-edged data to bring the most high-
flying, hot-air-filled mogul balloon crashing down to earth.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Curse of the Mogul: What's
Wrong with the World's Leading Media Companies book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Burdette:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong with the World's Leading
Media Companies book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer connected with The Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong with the World's Leading
Media Companies content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong with the World's Leading Media Companies is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Amy Nichols:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong
with the World's Leading Media Companies can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Eddie McCoy:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong with the World's Leading Media Companies we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book The Curse of the Mogul: What's Wrong with the World's Leading Media Companies. You can more
inviting than now.
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