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Since the development of British Aestheticism in the 1870s, the concept of irony has focused a series of
anxieties which are integral to modern literary practice. Examining some of the most important debates in
post-Romantic aesthetics through highly focused textual readings of authors from Walter Pater and Henry
James to Samuel Beckett and Alan Hollinghurst, this study investigates the dialectical position of irony in
Aestheticism and its twentieth-century afterlives.

Aesthetic Afterlives constructs a far-reaching theoretical narrative by positioning Victorian Aestheticism as
the basis of Literary Modernity. Aestheticism's cultivation of irony and reflexive detachment was central to
this legacy, but it was also the focus of its own self-critique. Anxieties about the concept and practice of
irony persisted through Modernism, and have recently been positioned in Hollinghurst's work as a symptom
of the political stasis within post-modern culture. Referring to the recent debates about the 'new aestheticism'
and the politics of aesthetics, Eastham asks how a utopian Aestheticism can be reconstructed from the
problematics of irony and aesthetic autonomy that haunted writers from Pater to Adorno.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

The book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony,
Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Lofton:

The book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very
important thing like a book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty? A few
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary
Modernity and the Ends of Beauty has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Sanders:

The book untitled Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice study.

Ralph Pettie:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of
Beauty. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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