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Between the turn of the twentieth century and the Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954, the way
that American schools taught about "race" changed dramatically. This transformation was engineered by the
nation's most prominent anthropologists, including Franz Boas, Ruth Benedict, and Margaret Mead, during
World War II. Inspired by scientific racism in Nazi Germany, these activist scholars decided that the best
way to fight racial prejudice was to teach what they saw as the truth about race in the institution that had the
power to do the most good-American schools. Anthropologists created lesson plans, lectures, courses, and
pamphlets designed to revise what they called "the 'race' concept" in American education. They believed that
if teachers presented race in scientific and egalitarian terms, conveying human diversity as learned habits of
culture rather than innate characteristics, American citizens would become less racist. Although nearly
forgotten today, this educational reform movement represents an important component of early civil rights
activism that emerged alongside the domestic and global tensions of wartime.

Drawing on hundreds of first-hand accounts written by teachers nationwide, Zoë Burkholder traces the
influence of this anthropological activism on the way that teachers understood, spoke, and taught about race.
She explains how and why teachers readily understood certain theoretical concepts, such as the division of
race into three main categories, while they struggled to make sense of more complex models of cultural
diversity and structural inequality. As they translated theories into practice, teachers crafted an educational
discourse on race that differed significantly from the definition of race produced by scientists at mid-century.

Schoolteachers and their approach to race were put into the spotlight with the Brown v. Board of Education
case, but the belief that racially integrated schools would eradicate racism in the next generation and
eliminate the need for discussion of racial inequality long predated this. Discussions of race in the classroom
were silenced during the early Cold War until a new generation of antiracist, "multicultural" educators
emerged in the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lea:

This Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will
be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Color in the Classroom: How American Schools
Taught Race, 1900-1954 without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 can
bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught
Race, 1900-1954 having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Lawrence Fox:

Here thing why this kind of Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of
it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Color in the Classroom: How American Schools
Taught Race, 1900-1954 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Color in the Classroom: How American Schools
Taught Race, 1900-1954. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught
Race, 1900-1954 in e-book can be your choice.

Betty Guinn:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught
Race, 1900-1954 book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race,
1900-1954 content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Color in the
Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?



Wayne Joseph:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Color in the
Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.
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