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"Poetry was declining/ Painting advancing/ we were complaining/ it was '50," recalled poet Frank O'Hara in
1957. Criminal Ingenuity traces a series of linked moments in the history of this transfer of cultural power
from the sphere of the word to that of the image. Ellen Levy explores the New York literary and art worlds in
the years that bracket O'Hara's lament through close readings of the works and careers of poets Marianne
Moore and John Ashbery and assemblage artist Joseph Cornell. In the course of these readings, Levy
discusses such topics as the American debates around surrealism, the function of the "token woman" in
artistic canons, and the role of the New York City Ballet in the development of mid-century modernism, and
situates her central figures in relation to such colleagues and contemporaries as O'Hara, T. S. Eliot, Clement
Greenberg, Walter Benjamin, and Lincoln Kirstein.

Moore, Cornell, and Ashbery are connected by acquaintance and affinity-and above all, by the possession of
what Moore calls "criminal ingenuity," a talent for situating themselves on the fault lines that fissure the
realms of art, sexuality, and politics. As we consider their lives and works, Levy shows, the seemingly
specialized question of the source and meaning of the struggle for power between art forms inexorably opens
out to broader questions about social and artistic institutions and forces: the academy and the museum,
professionalism and the market, and that institution of institutions, marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Richards:

This Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature
and Culture) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Criminal Ingenuity: Moore,
Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature and Culture) without we
recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist
Literature and Culture) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Criminal Ingenuity: Moore,
Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature and Culture) having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Charles Barton:

This Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature
and Culture) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using
great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell,
Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature and Culture) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Philip Newman:

The book untitled Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts
(Modernist Literature and Culture) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Phillis Ries:

Beside this kind of Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts



(Modernist Literature and Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Criminal
Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature and Culture)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from now!
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