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Given Christianity's valuation of celibacy and its persistent association of sexuality with the Fall and of
women with sin, Western medieval attitudes toward the erotic could not help but be vexed. In contrast,
eroticism is explicitly celebrated in a large number of theological, scientific, and literary texts of the
medieval Arab Islamicate tradition, where sexuality was positioned at the very heart of religious piety.

In Crossing Borders, Sahar Amer turns to the rich body of Arabic sexological writings to focus, in particular,
on their open attitude toward erotic love between women. By juxtaposing these Arabic texts with French
works, she reveals a medieval French literary discourse on same-sex desire and sexual practices that has
gone all but unnoticed. The Arabic tradition on eroticism breaks through into French literary writings on
gender and sexuality in often surprising ways, she argues, and she demonstrates how strategies of gender
representation deployed in Arabic texts came to be models to imitate, contest, subvert, and at times censor in
the West.

Amer's analysis reveals Western literary representations of gender in the Middle Ages as cross-cultural,
hybrid discourses as she reexamines borders—cultural, linguistic, historical, geographic—not as elements of
separation and division but as fluid spaces of cultural exchange, adaptation, and collaboration. Crossing these
borders, she salvages key Arabic and French writings on alternative sexual practices from oblivion to give
voice to a group that has long been silenced.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French
and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series). Try to make book Crossing Borders: Love Between
Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series) as your pal. It means that it
can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Clifford Harvey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages
Series).

Emanuel Douglas:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Crossing Borders: Love Between
Women in Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series), you are able to enjoy both. It
is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Gene Taylor:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in
Medieval French and Arabic Literatures (The Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of friends because by
you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information



that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have Crossing Borders: Love Between Women in Medieval French and Arabic
Literatures (The Middle Ages Series).
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