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The world-renowned musicologist Richard Taruskin has devoted much of his career to helping listeners
appreciate Russian and Soviet music in new and sometimes controversial ways. Defining Russia Musically
represents one of hislandmark achievements:; here Taruskin uses music, together with history and politics, to
illustrate the many ways in which Russian national identity has been constructed, both from within Russia
and from the Western perspective. He contends that it is through music that the powerful myth of Russia's
"national character" can best be understood. Russian art music, like Russiaitself, Taruskin writes, has
"always [been] tinged or tainted ... with an air of alterity--sensed, exploited, bemoaned, reveled in, traded on,
and defended against both from within and from without." The author's goal is to explore this assumption of
othernessin an all-encompassing work that re-creates the cultural contexts of the folksong anthologies of the
1700s, the operas, symphonies, and ballets of the 1800s, the modernist masterpieces of the 1900s, and the
hugely fraught but ambiguous products of the Soviet period.

Taruskin begins by showing how enlightened aristocrats, reactionary romantics, and the theorists and victims
of totalitarianism have varioudly fashioned their vision of Russian society in musical terms. He then
examines how Russia as a whole shaped itsidentity in contrast to an "East" during the age of itsimperialist
expansion, and in contrast to two different musical "Wests," Germany and Italy, during the formative years
of its national consciousness. The final section, expanded from a series of Christian Gauss seminars
presented at Princeton in 1993, focuses on four individual composers, each characterized both as a self-
consciously Russian creator and as a European, and each placed in perspective within arevealing
hermeneutic scheme. In the culminating chapters--Chaikovsky and the Human, Scriabin and the
Superhuman, Stravinsky and the Subhuman, and Shostakovich and the Inhuman--Taruskin offers especially
thought-provoking insights, for example, on Chaikovsky's status as the "last great eighteenth-century
composer" and on Stravinsky's espousal of formalism as areactionary, literally counterrevolutionary move.
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From reader reviews:
Sandra M aes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Defining Russia
Musically suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Defining Russia Musicallyis asingle of several books in which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know previousto. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you agreat deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

LisaLee

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can aso inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of themisthis
Defining RussiaMusically.

Maria Hughes:

Defining Russia Musically can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving hisher
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Defining Russia Musically but doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Wilma Tovar:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because al this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go through.
Defining Russia Musically can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extratime
problems.
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