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For years, designers and manufacturers took cues from the streets to enhance their clothing lines, but before
the 1980s the urban consumer was never recognized as a viable demographic. In a push to appeal to young
customers, the fashion industry began hiring and backing talented African American designers and
entrepreneurs. This seemingly unconventional union made business sense: seasoned fashion executives
brought proven track records, while aspiring designers provided street credibility and a fresh perspective on
design. The end result: a multi-billion dollar industry.

This book traces the fascinating unfolding of hip hop fashion from its roots to the present day. It explores
how hip hop transitioned from "the hood" to the runway; how race, ethnicity, and culture played into
commercialism; how celebrities impacted the fashion industry; and what ultimately led major department
stores to jump on the urban bandwagon. Utilizing the author's journalistic lens and based upon interviews
with urban fashion designers, entrepreneurs, fashion veterans, trend forecasters, and hip hop celebrities, each
chapter is akin to an oral history that provides not just facts but also invaluable analysis and historical
perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion
Industry (Hip Hop in America) to read.

Maria Smith:

This Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry
(Hip Hop in America) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in
America) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion
Industry (Hip Hop in America) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

James Cooper:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America)
can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Willie Dreher:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the
Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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