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An enlightening, intensely researched examination of violations of the constitutional principles that preserve
individual rights and civil liberties from courtrooms to classrooms.
 
With telling anecdote and detail, Pulitzer Prize–winner David K. Shipler explores the territory where the
Constitution meets everyday America, where legal compromises—before and since 9/11—have undermined
the criminal justice system’s fairness, enhanced the executive branch’s power over citizens and immigrants,
and impaired some of the freewheeling debate and protest essential in a constitutional democracy.
 
Shipler demonstrates how the violations tamper with America’s safety in unexpected ways. While a free
society takes risks to observe rights, denying rights creates other risks. A suspect’s right to silence may
deprive police of a confession, but a forced confession is often false. Honoring the right to a jury trial may be
cumbersome, but empowering prosecutors to coerce a guilty plea means evidence goes untested, the charge
unproved. An investigation undisciplined by the Bill of Rights may jail the innocent and leave the guilty at
large and dangerous. Weakened constitutional rules allow the police to waste precious resources on useless
intelligence gathering and frivolous arrests. The criminal courts act less as impartial adjudicators than as
conveyor belts from street to prison in a system that some disillusioned participants have nicknamed
“McJustice.”
 
There is, always, a human cost. Shipler shows us victims of torture and abuse—not only suspected terrorists
at the hands of the CIA but also murder suspects interrogated by the Chicago police. We see a poverty-
stricken woman forced to share an attorney with her drug dealer boyfriend and sentenced to six years in
prison when the conflict of interest turns her lawyer against her. We meet high school students suspended for
expressing unwelcome political opinions. And we see a pregnant immigrant deported, after years of living
legally in the country, for allegedly stealing a lottery ticket.
 
Often shocking, yet ultimately idealistic, Rights at Risk shows us the shadows of America where the civil
liberties we rightly take for granted have been eroded—and summons us to reclaim them.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Vargas:

The ability that you get from Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America is the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America giving you
joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty
in Modern America instantly.

Helen Green:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Jimmy Maiden:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern
America as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Eugene Brown:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case.



As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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