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Chicago's impressive industrial expansion in the late nineteenth century convinced most observers that the
city was defined by the crass pursuit of wealth and that its architecture was, as described by Lewis Mumford,
"a brutal network of industrial necessities." In a major new book, Daniel Bluestone disputes this vision of the
city. Combining architectural history and cultural analysis, Bluestone explores the creation of Chicago's
parks, churches, skyscrapers, and civic buildings. He finds that the structure of the city was influenced as
much by the moral, cultural, and aesthetic aspirations of its local elite as by the untempered forces of
commerce and capital. Bluestone shows how nineteenth-century Chicago architects and their clients
attempted to create a distinctive landscape that could distract residents and visitors form the gritty
commercial workings of the city while demonstrating a commitment to urbanism that went beyond the
marketplace. He surveys the parks that were created to mediate relations between social classes; the churches
relocated in residential areas so that they could avoid the dominance of new downtown buildings; the plans
for lakefront civic centers architecturally distinguished from the forms of the city's famous early
skyscrapers-including the Rookery, the Monadnock, the Columbus Memorial, and the Masonic Temple. And
he examines these early Chicago skyscrapers, noting how their monumental entrances, embellished lobbies,
artistic elevators, and spacious light courts were designed to soften their commercial edges to recast the city's
image, and to cultivate an emerging middle class of white-collar workers. A richly illustrated contribution to
urban and architectural history, Bluestone's book is also a perceptive look at central features in the design of
this quintessential American city.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Constructing Chicago was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book
Constructing Chicago is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Constructing Chicago. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Richard Simpson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Constructing
Chicago.

Thomas Pilcher:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Constructing Chicago your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get previous to. The Constructing Chicago giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mark Brainerd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Constructing Chicago.
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