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"Will have an enthusiastic audience among historians of medicine who are familiar, for the most part, only
with later twentieth-century efforts to combat polio." --Allan M. Brandt, University of North Carolina Dirt
and Disease is a social, cultural, and medical history of the polio epidemic in the United States. Naomi
Rogers focuses on the early years from 1900 to 1920, and continues the story to the present. She explores
how scientists, physicians, patients, and their families explained the appearance and spread of polio and how
they tried to cope with it. Rogers frames this study of polio within a set of larger questions about health and
disease in twentieth-century American culture. In the early decades of this century, scientists sought to
understand the nature of polio. They found that it was caused by a virus, and that it could often be diagnosed
by analyzing spinal fluid. Although scientific information about polio was understood and accepted, it was
not always definitive. This knowledge coexisted with traditional notions about disease and medicine. Polio
struck wealthy and middle-class children as well as the poor. But experts and public health officials
nonetheless blamed polio on a filthy urban environment, bad hygiene, and poverty. This allowed them to
hold slum-dwelling immigrants responsible, and to believe that sanitary education and quarantines could
lessen the spread of the disease. Even when experts acknowledged that polio struck the middle-class and
native-born as well as immigrants, they tried to explain this away by blaming the fly for the spread of polio.
Flies could land indiscriminately on the rich and the poor. In the 1930s, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
helped to recast the image of polio and to remove its stigma. No one could ignore the cross-spread of the
disease. By the 1950s, the public was looking to science for prevention and therapy. But Rogers reminds us
that the recent history of polio was more than the history of successful vaccines. She points to competing
therapies, research tangents, and people who died from early vaccine trials. Naomi Rogers is an assistant
professor of history at the University of Alabama.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

In other case, little folks like to read book Dirt and Disease: Polio Before FDR (Health & Medicine in
American Society). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Dirt and Disease: Polio Before FDR (Health & Medicine in American
Society). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jim Loop:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Dirt and Disease: Polio Before FDR (Health & Medicine in American Society), you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

Jean McCallum:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Dirt and Disease: Polio Before FDR
(Health & Medicine in American Society) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Vickie Gilbert:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Dirt and Disease: Polio Before FDR (Health & Medicine in American Society) when you
necessary it?
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