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The Smithsonian Institution has been America's museum since 1846. What do its vast collections -- from the
ruby slippers to a piece of Plymouth Rock, first ladies' gowns to patchwork quilts, a Model T Ford to a
customized Ford LTD low rider -- tell Americans about themselves? In this lavishly illustrated guide to the
Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, Steven Lubar and Kathleen M. Kendrick tell the
stories behind more than 250 of the museum's treasures, many of them never before photographed for
publication. These stories not only reveal what America as a nation has decided to save and why but also
speak to changing visions of national identity.

As the authors demonstrate, views of history change over time, methods of historical investigation evolve
and improve, and America's understanding of the past matures. Shifts in focus and attitude lie at the hearth of
Legacies, which is organized around four concepts of what a national museum of history can be: a treasure
house, a shrine to the famous, a palace of progress, and a mirror of the nation. Thus, the museum collects
cherished or precious objects, houses celebrity memorabilia, documents technological advances, and reflects
visitors' own lives. Taking examples from science and technology, politics, decorative arts, military history,
ethnic heritage, popular culture and everyday life, the authors provide historical context for the work of the
Smithsonian and shed new light on what is important, and who is included, in American history. Throughout
its history, Lubar and Kendrick conclude, the museum has played a vital role in both shaping and reflecting
America's sense of itself as a nation.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Legacies: Collecting America's History at the
Smithsonian to read.

Clarice Johnson:

The book Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian has a lot details on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this book.

Sheila Kilburn:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian this e-book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Samuel Freeman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Legacies: Collecting
America's History at the Smithsonian which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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