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For Germany and Austria-Hungary the First World War started with high hopes for a rapid, decisive
outcome. Convinced that right was on their side and fearful of the enemies that encircled them, they threw
themselves resolutely into battle. Yet, despite the initial halting of a brutal Russian invasion, the Central
Powers’ war plans soon unravelled. Germany’s attack on France failed. Austria-Hungary’s armies suffered
catastrophic losses at Russian and Serbian hands. Hopes of a quick victory lay in ruins.

For the Central Powers the war now became a siege on a monstrous scale. Britain’s ruthless intervention cut
sea routes to central Europe and mobilised the world against them. Germany and Austria-Hungary were to be
strangled of war supplies and food, their soldiers overwhelmed by better armed enemies, and their civilians
brought to the brink of starvation. Conquest and plunder, land offensives, and submarine warfare all proved
powerless to counter or break the blockade. The Central Powers were trapped in the Allies’ ever-tightening
ring of steel.

Alexander Watson’s compelling new history retells the war from the perspectives of its instigators and
losers, the Germans and Austro-Hungarians. This is the story not just of their leaders in Berlin and Vienna,
but above all of the people. Only through their unprecedented mobilisation could the conflict last so long and
be so bitterly fought, and only with the waning of their commitment did it end. The war shattered their
societies, destroyed their states and bequeathed to east-central Europe a poisonous legacy of unredeemed
sacrifice, suffering, race hatred and violence. A major re-evaluation of the First World War, Ring of Steel is
essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the last century of European history.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Elam:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Ring of Steel: Germany and
Austria-Hungary in World War I will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

Dane People:

The book Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Ring of Steel:
Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I? Several of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Lewis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary
in World War I had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-
Hungary in World War I is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Jesus Moreno:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Ring of
Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary in World War I your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Ring of Steel: Germany and Austria-Hungary in World
War I giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details



for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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