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Texas, for years, was a one-party state controlled by white democrats. In 1962, a young eighteen-year-old
heard the first rumblings of Chicano community organization in the barrios of Cristal. The rumor in the town
was that five Mexican Americans were going to run for all five seats on the city council. But first, poor
citizens had to find away to pay the $1.75 poll tax. Money had to be raised—through bake sales of tamales,
cake walks, and dances. So began the political activism of José Angel Gutiérrez.

Gutiérrez's autobiography, The Making of a Chicano Militant, isthe first insider's view of the important
political and social events within the Mexican American communitiesin South Texas during the 1960s and
1970s. A controversial and dynamic political figure during the height of the Chicano movement, Gutiérrez
offers an absorbing personal account of hislife at the forefront of the Mexican-American civil rights
movement—first as a Chicano and then as a militant.

Gutiérrez traces the racial, ethnic, economic, and socia prejudices facing Chicanos with powerful scenes
from hisown life: hisfirst summer job as atortillamaker at the age of eleven, hisracially motivated
kidnapping as ateenager, and his coming of age in the face of discrimination as aradical organizer in college
and graduate school. When Gutiérrez finally returned to Cristal, he helped form the Mexican American
Y outh Organization and, subsequently the Raza Unida Party to confront issues of ethnic intolerancein his
community. His story is soon to be a classic in the developing literature of Mexican American leaders.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Hanna:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons
from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) as the daily resource information.

Charles Wright:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Making of a Chicano Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography).

Charlotte Cooper:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not trying The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studiesin Autobiography) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So, for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Making of a Chicano
Militant: Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) become your own personal starter.

Rosemary Lilly:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studiesin Autobiography) aswell as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their



knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Making of a Chicano Militant:
Lessons from Cristal (Wisconsin Studiesin Autobiography) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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