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Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta are fixed in the American imagination as towering legends
of the Old West. But that has not always been the case. There was a time when these men were largely
forgotten relics of a bygone era. Then, in the early twentieth century, an obscure Chicago newspaperman
changed all that.

Walter Noble Burns (1872–1932) served with the First Kentucky Infantry during the Spanish-American War
and covered General John J. Pershing’s pursuit of Pancho Villa in Mexico as a correspondent for the
Chicago Tribune. However history-making these forays may seem, they were only the beginning. In the last
six years of his life, Burns wrote three books that propelled New Mexico outlaw Billy the Kid, Tombstone
marshal Wyatt Earp, and California bandit Joaquín Murrieta into the realm of legend.

Despite Burns’s remarkable command of his subjects—based on exhaustive research and interviews—he has
been largely ignored by scholars because of the popular, even occasionally fictional, approach he employed.
In American Mythmaker, the first literary biography of Burns, Mark J. Dworkin brings Burns out of the
shadows. Through careful analysis of The Saga of Billy the Kid (1926), Tombstone: An Iliad of the Southwest
(1927), and The Robin Hood of Eldorado: The Saga of Joaquín Murrieta (1932) and their reception,
Dworkin shows how Burns used his journalistic training to introduce the history of the American West to his
era’s general readership. In the process, Burns made his subjects household names.

Are Burns’s books fact or fiction? Was he a historian or a novelist? Dworkin considers these questions as he
uncovers the story behind Burns’s mythmaking works. A long-overdue biography of a writer who shaped our
idea of western history, American Mythmaker documents in fascinating detail the fashioning of some of the
greatest American legends.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

The book American Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and the Legends of Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and
Joaquín Murrieta can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book American Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and
the Legends of Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book American Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and the Legends of
Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dolly Taylor:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this American Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and the Legends of Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín
Murrieta.

Kerry Erdman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving American Mythmaker: Walter Noble
Burns and the Legends of Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick American
Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and the Legends of Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta
become your starter.

Lewis Farnsworth:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at



this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be American Mythmaker: Walter Noble Burns and the Legends of Billy the
Kid, Wyatt Earp, and Joaquín Murrieta why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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