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To the perennial question "which comes first, the music or the words?" Ira Gershwin always responded, "the
contract." The jest reveals both Ira's consummate professionalism and the self-effacing wit with which he
ducked the spotlight whenever possible. Yet the ingeniously inventive melodies George Gershwin composed
for such classic songs as "Someone to Watch Over Me," "Embraceable You," "Fascinating Rhythm," "It
Ain't Necessarily So," and "Love is Here to Stay" live on in no small part because of the equally
unforgettable lyrics of Ira Gershwin, lines crafted with a precision that earned him the sobriquet "The
Jeweller" among his Broadway peers.
In Ira Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist, the older and less flamboyant of the Gershwin brothers at last steps
out of the shadows to claim his due as one of American songwriting's most important and enduring
innovators. Philip Furia traces the development of Ira Gershwin's lyrical art from his early love of light verse
and Gilbert and Sullivan, through his apprentice work in Tin Pan Alley, to his emergence as a prominent
writer for the Broadway musical theater in the 1920s. Furia illuminates his work in satirical operettas such as
Of Thee I Sing and Strike Up the Band, the smart "little" revues of the 1930s, and his contributions to the
opera Porgy and Bess. After describing the Gershwin brothers' brief but brilliant work in Hollywood before
George's sudden death--work that produced such classics as "They Can't Take That Away From Me" and
"Let's Call the Whole Thing Off"--Furia follows Ira's career through such triumphs as Lady in the Dark with
Kurt Weill, Cover Girl with Jerome Kern, and A Star is Born, with Harold Arlen. Along the way, Furia
provides much insight into the art of the lyricist and he captures the magic of a golden era when not only the
Gershwins, but Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein II, Gertrude Lawrence, Fred
Astaire, and other luminaries made the lights of Broadway and the Hollywood screen shine brighter than
ever before.
From his first major success, the now-classic "The Man I Love" (1924) to his last great hit, "The Man That
Got Away" (1954), Ira Gershwin wrote the words to some of America's most loved standards. In Ira
Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist, Philip Furia illuminates the craft behind this remarkable achievement to
reveal how Gershwin took the everyday speech of ordinary Americans and made it sing.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Ira Gershwin: The Art of the
Lyricist is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Desmond Gorman:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Ira Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Bonnie Daves:

Beside this specific Ira Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Ira
Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Kimberly Gomez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Ira Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Ira Gershwin: The Art of the Lyricist has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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