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Drawing from legal and extralegal discourse but focusing on imaginative literature, Literary Executions
examines representations of, responses to, and arguments for and against the death penalty in the United
States over the long nineteenth century. John Cyril Barton creates a generative dialogue between artistic
relics and legal history. He looks to novels, short stories, poems, and creative nonfiction as well as legislative
reports, trial transcripts, legal documents, newspaper and journal articles, treatises, and popular books (like
The Record of Crimes, A Defence of Capital Punishment, and The Gallows, the Prison, and the Poor House),
all of which were part of the debate over the death penalty.

Barton focuses on several canonical figures?James Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Lydia Maria
Child, Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, and Theodore Dreiser?and offers new readings of their work in
light of the death penalty controversy. Barton also gives close attention to a host of then-popular-but-now-
forgotten writers?particularly John Neal, Slidell MacKenzie, William Gilmore Simms, Sylvester Judd, and
George Lippard?whose work helped shape or was shaped by the influential anti-gallows movement.

Analyzing the tension between sovereignty and social responsibility in a democratic republic, Barton argues
that the high stakes of capital punishment dramatize the confrontation between the citizen-subject and
sovereign authority in its starkest terms. In bringing together the social and the aesthetic, Barton shows how
legal forms informed literary forms and traces the emergence of the modern State in terms of the
administration of lawful death.

By engaging the politics and poetics of capital punishment, Literary Executions contends that the movement
to abolish the death penalty in the United States should be seen as an important part of the context that
brought about the flowering of the American Renaissance during the antebellum period and that influenced
literature later in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

In other case, little people like to read book Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture,
1820-1925. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Timothy Austin:

The book Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925 make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book
Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925 being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide Literary Executions: Capital
Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Adelina Foreman:

This book untitled Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925 to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

John Silver:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Literary Executions: Capital Punishment
and American Culture, 1820-1925 to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and
American Culture, 1820-1925 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of that time.
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