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Philosophy can be intriguing--and at times baffling. It deals with the central problems of the human
condition--with important questions of free will, morality, life after death, the limits of logic and reason--
though often in rather esoteric terms. Now, in The Oxford Companion to Philosophy, readers have the most
authoritative and engaging one-volume reference work on philosophy available, offering clear and reliable
guidance to the ideas of all notable philosophers from antiquity to the present day, and to the major
philosophical systems around the globe, from Confucianism to phenomenology.
Here is indeed a world of thought, with entries on idealism and empiricism, ethics and aesthetics,
epicureanism and stoicism, deism and pantheism, liberalism and conservativism, logical positivism and
existentialism--over two thousand entries in all. The contributors represent a veritable who's who of modern
philosophy, including such eminent figures as Isaiah Berlin, Sissela Bok, Ronald Dworkin, John Searle,
Michael Walzer, and W. V. Quine. We read Paul Feyerabend on the history of the philosophy of science,
Peter Singer on Hegel, Anthony Kenny on Frege, and Anthony Quinton on philosophy itself. We meet the
great thinkers--from Aristotle and Plato, to Augustine and Aquinas, to Descartes and Kant, to Nietzsche and
Schopenhauer, right up to contemporary thinkers such as Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida, Luce Iragaray, and
Noam Chomsky (over 150 living philosophers are profiled). There are short entries on key concepts such as
personal identity and the mind-body problem, major doctrines from utilitarianism to Marxism, schools of
thought such as the Heidelberg School or the Vienna Circle, and contentious public issues such as abortion,
capital punishment, and welfare. In addition, the book offers short explanations of philosophical terms
(qualia, supervenience, iff), puzzles (the Achilles paradox, the prisoner's dilemma), and curiosities (the
philosopher's stone, slime). Almost every entry is accompanied by suggestions for further reading, and the
book includes both a chronological chart of the history of philosophy and a gallery of portraits of eighty
eminent philosophers, from Pythagoras and Confucius to Rudolf Carnap and G.E. Moore. And finally, as in
all Oxford Companions, the contributors also explore lighter or more curious aspects of the subject, such as
"Deaths of Philosophers" (quite a few were executed, including Socrates, Boethius, Giordano Bruno, and
Thomas More) or "Nothing so Absurd" (referring to Cicero's remark that "There is nothing so absurd but
some philosopher has said it"). Thus the Companion is both informative and a pleasure to browse in,
providing quick answers to any question, and much intriguing reading for a Sunday afternoon.
An indispensable guide and a constant source of stimulation and enlightenment, The Oxford Companion to
Philosophy with appeal to everyone interested in abstract thought, the eternal questions, and the foundations
of human understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Oxford Companion to Philosophy book as this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Mary Diaz:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Oxford Companion to Philosophy is
simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Alan Archuleta:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Oxford Companion to
Philosophy which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Elizabeth Maez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Oxford Companion to Philosophy can give you a
lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Oxford Companion to Philosophy.
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