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Blacks have lived and worked in Maine as early as the seventeenth century, but historically have constituted
less than one percent of Maine’s population. Probably for this reason, books on Blacks in New England have
largely ignored the experience of African American Mainers. Black Bangor is the first major published study
of a Black community in Maine.

This tightly woven case study examines the African American community in Bangor during its heyday,
1880–1950, the period that saw an unprecedented migration of Blacks to that city. Blacks migrated to
Bangor not just from other New England states, but from the Caribbean and Canadian Maritime Provinces as
well, creating a heterogeneous community with roots in two hemispheres. Constituting an “ultraminority” in
Bangor (according to the census, Blacks never numbered more than 300 souls during this period), this
diverse community nonetheless came together to establish an impressive range of institutions, including local
chapters of the NAACP and Odd Fellows, as well as of Mothers and Junior Mothers Clubs. Concentrated in
an area known as the Parker Street neighborhood, Black women in Bangor became domestics and cooks,
caterers and beauticians, clerks and stenographers. Men worked as loggers, teamsters, porters, chefs, and
barbers; a few owned businesses.

Organized thematically, with sections on migration, labor, daily life, and community, Black Bangor’s topics
include not just migration patterns, work, and religious and cultural organizations, but also African American
homes, furniture, clothing, and foodways. Elgersman Lee also examines race relations and depictions of
Blacks in the local media, and draws comparisons between the experiences of Bangor’s African American
population and those of Blacks in other New England cities.

This fascinating and exhaustive study will appeal to anyone from Maine, as well as those interested in
African American history and the rich texture of the region’s cultural life.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Leflore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Black Bangor: African Americans in a Maine Community, 1880-
1950 (Revisiting New England). Try to face the book Black Bangor: African Americans in a Maine
Community, 1880-1950 (Revisiting New England) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Adria Jenkins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Black Bangor: African Americans in a Maine Community, 1880-1950 (Revisiting New England).

Henry Brown:

The book untitled Black Bangor: African Americans in a Maine Community, 1880-1950 (Revisiting New
England) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works.
You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice go through.

William Leone:

You can obtain this Black Bangor: African Americans in a Maine Community, 1880-1950 (Revisiting New
England) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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