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A Boston Globe Best Poetry Book of 2011
Winner of the 2011 Griffin Poetry Prize
Winner of the 2011 Poetry Now Award

Seamus Heaney's new collection elicits continuities and solidarities, between husband and wife, child and
parent, then and now, inside an intently remembered present?the stepping stones of the day, the weight and
heft of what is passed from hand to hand, lifted and lowered. Human Chain also broaches larger questions of
transmission, of lifelines to the inherited past. There are newly minted versions of anonymous early Irish
lyrics, poems that stand at the crossroads of oral and written, and other "hermit songs" that weigh equally in
their balance the craft of scribe and the poet's early calling as scholar. A remarkable sequence entitled "Route
101" plots the descent into the underworld in the Aeneid against single moments in the arc of a life, from a
1950s childhood to the birth of a first grandchild. Other poems display a Virgilian pietas for the
dead?friends, neighbors, family?that is yet wholly and movingly vernacular.

Human Chain also includes a poetic "herbal" adapted from the Breton poet Guillevic?lyrics as delicate as
ferns, which puzzle briefly over the world of things and landscapes that exclude human speech, while
affirming the interconnectedness of phenomena, as of a self-sufficiency in which we too are included
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Beside this kind of Human Chain: Poems in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Human
Chain: Poems because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Jesus Novak:

This Human Chain: Poems is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Human Chain: Poems can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books
create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Fernando Minaya:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Human Chain: Poems or others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Human Chain: Poems to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Bessie Scudder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is
actually Human Chain: Poems.
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