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Monsters, ghosts, fantastic beings, and supernatural phenomena of all sorts haunt the folklore and popular
culture of Japan. Broadly labeled yokai, these creatures come in infinite shapes and sizes, from tengu
mountain goblins and kappa water spirits to shape-shifting foxes and long-tongued ceiling-lickers. Currently
popular in anime, manga, film, and computer games, many yokai originated in local legends, folktales, and
regional ghost stories.

Drawing on years of research in Japan, Michael Dylan Foster unpacks the history and cultural context of
yokai, tracing their roots, interpreting their meanings, and introducing people who have hunted them through
the ages. In this delightful and accessible narrative, readers will explore the roles played by these mysterious
beings within Japanese culture and will also learn of their abundance and variety through detailed entries,
some with original illustrations, on more than fifty individual creatures. The Book of Yokai provides a lively
excursion into Japanese folklore and its ever-expanding influence on global popular culture. It also invites
readers to examine how people create, transmit, and collect folklore, and how they make sense of the
mysteries in the world around them. By exploring yokai as a concept, we can better understand broader
processes of tradition, innovation, storytelling, and individual and communal creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they
found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Book of Yokai:
Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore.

Beverly Sands:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Book of Yokai: Mysterious
Creatures of Japanese Folklore will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Carrie Correll:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese
Folklore was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The publication The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore is
not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Book of
Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Barbara Fontenot:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Book of Yokai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore when you needed it?
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